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On Feb. 24, Cuba held the first direct and universal elections for regional and national legislative
representatives since the 1959 revolution. Cubans went to the polls in massive numbers and issued
what President Fidel Castro interpreted as a resounding vote of confidence in the revolution and
the government. There was only one candidate for each of the 589 seats in the National Assembly
and each of the 1,140 seats in the 14 provincial legislatures. Voters had the choice of supporting
or opposing each of the candidates individually, or of supporting all candidates by marking a
circle at the top of the ballot. Races where any candidate failed to receive at least 50% of the valid
votes were to be subject to a second round of voting. According to election results released by
the National Electoral Commission (CEN) Feb. 27, all of the candidates in the National Assembly
elections received more than the required 50%. Voter participation was high, with 7.8 million
people about 99.6% of the electorate casting ballots. About 6.9 million voters, or 88.5% of those
who voted, selected the "voto unido" option, supporting the entire ballot of candidates. The official
election results indicated that 7% of all those who cast ballots (551,352) issued a protest vote by
either leaving the ballot blank or deliberately voiding the ballots. The protest vote rate in Havana
was 14%. Although the CEN did not reveal the percentage of support received by each candidate,
the organization did report that only four of the 589 candidates for the National Assembly received
less than 90% of the valid votes cast. As of Feb. 29, official results were not yet available for the
14 provincial assembly elections. The new members of the National Assembly and 14 provincial
assemblies will take office March 15. On that day, the National Assembly is expected to elect the
President of the Council of State who also serves as head of state from among its members. Castro
is expected to be unanimously supported for another term. In the build-up to the elections, Castro
called on Cubans to "close ranks" and vote for the entire ballot of candidates as an expression
of unity and support for the revolution. Castro himself made a series of campaign appearances
throughout the country, with special emphasis in his own electoral district, Santiago de Cuba. The
Cuban Communist Party (PCC) and its supporters also conducted a massive door-to-door election
education campaign aimed at explaining the voting procedure and encouraging voters to select the
"voto unido" option. Castro defended the single-ticket voting process as "the most democratic in the
world," and said the elimination of candidate politicking ensured that voters were guided by their
knowledge of the candidate's experience and judgement rather than by promises of advantageous
policies and special perquisites. Meanwhile, throughout the month of February, Cubans were
bombarded with pamphlets and radio broadcasts from the US and Puerto Rico calling on voters
to abstain or to oppose all the candidates. According to the official PCC daily newspaper Granma,
Radio Marti alone which is funded by the United States Information Agency (USIA) issued 452
calls for Cubans to reject the elections and all the candidates during the Feb. 8-23 period. In a twohour press conference on Feb. 25, Castro told foreign reporters that he was very pleased with the
electoral results. Castro said he felt the elections demonstrated the Cuban people's confidence in
and support of the revolution and his government. Castro said he hopes not to be a candidate in the
next elections, scheduled to be held five years from now. "I hope that my comrades don't ask that
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of me and that by that time the difficult conditions of this `special period' will have disappeared,"
he said. "Time passes and even marathon runners get tired. Despite wonderful experiences, my
career has been a very long one, and even if these conditions continue there are others who can
do the job as well as I, better than I, or even much better than I." Analysts in Cuba interpreted
the election results in distinctly opposing manners. Elizardo Sanchez, president of the Cuban
Human Rights and National Reconciliation Commission (Comision Cubana de Derechos Humanos
y Reconciliacion Nacional, CCDHRN) and leader of the Democratic Socialist Current (Corriente
Socialista Democratica), told reporters the electoral process "has served to show that the Cuban
people want change, yet the high level leadership of the country maintains its desire for the status
quo." According to Sanchez, the absence of international observers "discredited" the electoral
process. According to Isabel Jaramillo, senior researcher at the independent Centro de Estudios
de America, the elections represented a tremendous degree of change and "renovation" given the
characteristics of the candidates. Forty-seven of the newly-elected National Assembly legislators
are under 30 years old, and 77.7% are under 50. In addition, Jaramillo said that only 8% serve full
time as PCC professional cadre, only 13 of the 40 government ministers participated, and only 93 of
National Assembly incumbents ran for re-election. She added that 23% of the new legislators are
female and 75% are university graduates. Still, according to CEN president Carlos Amat, "nearly
all" of the newly-elected legislators are members of the PCC. He said there are 101 members of
the PCC Central Committee including all of the party's top leaders among those elected. The new
legislature also includes 26 members of the PCC's Politburo, some of whom also serve on the
Central Committee. In addition, Assembly members include seven nationally- known athletes, 37
military officers (including 17 generals), 32 campesinos, 28 engineers, 28 doctors, 25 union leaders,
15 workers, nine journalists, five well-known writers, two church pastors, and recording artists Pablo
Milanes and Silvio Rodriguez. (Sources: Radio Havana Cuba (Cuba), 02/23/93; Notimex, Inter Press
Service, 02/24/93; Associated Press, 02/25/93; Agence France-Presse, 02/23- 02/25/93; Deutsche Press
Agentur, 02/26/93; Spanish news service EFE, 02/23-27/93)
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